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ux LORDS, AND GENTLEMEN, | 
1 FOUND, on my acceſſion to the 

throne, theſe my kingdoms 
engaged in a bloody and expen- f 
five war. I reſolved to proſecute 
it with the utmoſt vigour; deter- 


mined, however, to conſent to 
An: 


4 HIS MAJESTY'S SPEECH: = 
peace, upon juſt and honourable 
terms, whenever the events of war 
ſhould incline the enemy to the 
ſame pacific diſpoſition. 
©; gotiation was accordingly 
begun laſt year, which proved in- 
effectual. The war became after- 
wards more general, by the reſo- 
lution of the court of Madrid: to 
take part with my enemy, ö not- 
| withſtanding my beſt . 
to prevent it. 
Ihis, with the en at- 
tack of my natural and good ally 
the king of Portugal, greatly af. 
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fected our commerce, multiplied 
the objects of our military opera- 
tions, and increaſed our dificul>s 
ties, by adding to the heavy bur- | 
dens under which this . | 
already labourelt. 
My obj ect ſtill continued 0 
fame, to attain an-' honourable 
peace, by purſuing this more ex- 
tenſive war in the moſt vigorous 
manner. I embraced therefore an 
occaſion offered me, of renewing the | 
negotiation; but at the ſame time 
Fexerted ſo effectually the ſtrength 
which you had put into my hands, 
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and have been ſo well ſerved by 


my fleets and armies in the exe - 


cution of my plans, that Hiſtory 
cannot furniſh examples of great- 
er glory, or greater advantages 
acquired by the arms of this, or 
any other nation, in ſo ſhort a pe- 


riod of time. My General Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunſwick, and my 


army in Germany, have gained 


immortal honour by many ſignal 


advantages obtained during the 
courſe of this campaign, over an 


enemy ſuperior in numbers. The 
progreſs of the French and Spa- 
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niſh arms in Portugal has been 
: t; and that kingdom preſerv- 
ed by the firmneſs and reſolution 
of its Sovereign, and by the min 
5 tary talents of the reignin g Count 
La Lippe, ſeconded by the valour 
of the troops under his command: 
Martinico, and other iflands in the 
Weſt Indies, have been conquered} 
the Havannah, a place of the ut 
moſt importance to Spain, is in 
muy poſſeſſion; and with it great 
rreafures, and a very conſiderable 
part of the navy of . e 
Kallen into our hands. OH 
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I cannot mention theſeatchieve-. 
ments, which reflect ſuch honour 


on my crown, without giving my 


public teſtimony to the unweari- 
ed perſeverance, and unparalleled 


bravery of my officers and private 


men, by ſea and land, who, by 


repeated proofs, have ſhewn, that 
no climate, no hardſhips, no dan- 
gers, can check the ardor, or reſiſt 


Next to the aſſiſtance of Al- 
mighty God, it is owing to their 


conduct and courage, that my e- 
nemies have been brought to ac- 


cept of peace on ſuch terms, as, 
1 truſt, will give my Parliament 
entire ſatisfaction. Preliminary „„ - 'Y 
ticles have been ſigned by my mi- 7 Y 
niſter, with thoſe of France and | — | 
Spain, Which J will order in due ” 
t time to be laid before you. : - © LOR 


ſuch, that there is not only an im- 
menſe territory added to the em- = 
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The conditions of theſe are 


pire of Great Britain, but a ſolid 


foundation laid for the increſe 
of trade and commerce; and the ww | 
utmoſt care has been taken to re- | 
move all occaſions of future 6 | 
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10 HIS MAJESTY'S SPEECH. 


putes i my ſubjects, and 
thoſe of France and Spain, and 
thereby to add ſecurity and per- 


| manency to the bleſſings of peace. 


While I carefully attended to 
the eſſential intereſts of my own 


kingdoms, I have had the utmoſt 
| regard to the good faith of my 
_ crown, and. the intereſts of my al- 
lies. I have made peace for the 

King of Portugal, ſecuring to him 


all his dominions n and all the 
territories of the King of Pruſſia, 
as well as of my other allies in 
Germany, or elſewhere, occupied 
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by the armies of France, are to be 


immediately evacuated, © If 
_ 
GENTLEMEN oF THE HOUSE W 
COMMONS, ö 


1 dare ordered the proper Mi 

mates to be laid before you; and 
ſhall, without delay, proceed (o 

: make reductions to the utmoſt ex- 

tent, wherever they may be found 
conſiſtent with wiſdom and ſound ; 

policy. It is the greateſt affliction 
for me to find, that, though the 


war is at an end, our expences _ 


cannot immediately be ſo much 


12 HIS MAJESTY'S SPEECH. 


leflened as I defire; but as nothing 
could have carried us through the 
great and arduous difficulties ſur- 
' rounding us, but the moſt vigo- 
rous and expenſive efforts, we muſt 
expect, for ſome time, to feel the 
conſequences of them to a conſi- 
derable degree. 


MY LORDS, AND G ENTLEMEN, 
It was impoſſible to execute 
what this nation has ſo gloriouſly 
performed in all parts of the world, 
without the loſs of great numbers 


of men. When you conſider this 


HIS MAJESTY'S SPEECH: 22 


loſs, whether on the principles of 


policy or humanity, you will ſee 
one of the many reaſons which 
induced me to enter early into ne- 
gotiation, ſo as to make a conſider- 
able pro greſs in it, before the fate 
of many operations was determin- 
ed; and now to haſten the conclu- 


ſion of it, to prevent the neceſſity 
of making preparations for ano. 


ther campaign. As by this peace 


my territories are greatly aug- 


mented, and new ſources opened 


for trade and manufactures, it is 


my earneſt deſire, that you would 


confer of hen merhods' in. che 
ments of our new acquiſiti- 
ons, as ſhalt moſt effectually tend 
to the ſecurity of thoſe countries, 
and to the improvement of the 


commerce and navigation of Great 


Britain. I cannot mention our ac- 
quiſitions, without earneſtly recom- 
mending to your care and atten- 
tion my gallant ſubjects, by whoſe 
valour they were made. 

We could never have carried on 
this extenſive war, without the 
| greateſt union at home. You will 


find the ſame union peculiarly ne- 
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ceſſary, in order to make the beſt 
uſe of the great advantages ac- 
quired by the peace; and to lay 
the foundation of that economy 
which we owe = ourſelves, and 
to our poſterity, and which can 
alone reheve this nation, from the 
heavy burdens brought upon it 
by the neceſlities of this long and 
expenſive war. 5 79S 
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